
 
Rocky Point Bird Observatory  

 
Bander/Assistant Bander(s) 

Full time/Part time 

​
Rocky Point Bird Observatory (RPBO) is a registered non-profit society governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. 
RPBO has conducted bird banding and related programs on southern Vancouver Island since 1994. In a typical fall 
migration monitoring period, between 5000 and 7000 birds (between 2 sites) will be handled over the 90 day schedule. 

RPBO’s primary role is to monitor the population trends, productivity and survivorship of migratory songbirds in coastal 
British Columbia through daily abundance surveys and bird banding. Through standardized bird surveys and banding, we 
hope to continue to gain insight into the long-term conservation of western Canada’s migratory birds and to conserve 
Canada’s flora and fauna for future generations to enjoy.  

Description: 
To work as a member of our team which may be comprised of banders, assistant banders, interns, trainers, and 
volunteers at Rocky Point Bird Observatory (RPBO) in Metchosin, BC. (near Victoria). The Bander is responsible for 
banding, processing and censusing birds, as well as recording, reviewing and proofreading all data according to the 
migration monitoring protocol and any other protocols established for the RPBO sites. Other related tasks and duties, on 
and off site, are also required. Examples include maintaining the site, writing blog entries, collecting samples, checking 
data, etc.  
 
RPBO has a dedicated group of volunteers assisting the banding staff, helping with extraction of birds from nets, banding, 
and scribing data directly into electronic databases. Supervising and training volunteers and less experienced staff is a 
primary responsibility for our banding positions.   
 
The Bander will be required to work at both of the two migration monitoring sites The Bander will typically work five days 
per week (part time or job share could be considered), for approximately 7-8 hours starting about 45 minutes before 
sunrise. As such, actual start and end times change over the course of the season. Optional assignments may be 
available to offset closures or shortened work days due to bad weather or other circumstances. 
 
The Bander will sometimes be required to work as the senior or sole bander, so must be prepared to manage all aspects 
of the operations. There will usually be between 3 and 6 additional staff/volunteers on site. 
 
The Bander will be involved in, but won’t be required to organize, public visits and education activities. 
 
Required qualifications – please address all of these in your resume or cover letter.: 

●​ Have experience banding passerines and near passerines (preferably more than 1000 birds), including extracting 
birds from mist nets, identifying, ageing, sexing, and completing all standard measurements. Lesser qualified 
applicants may be appointed as Assistant Banders. Applicants without prior experience will not be 
considered. 

●​ Be familiar with western North American Bird species, including an ability to identify species by ear for daily 
observations and census work 

●​ Be comfortable working outdoors under a wide range of weather conditions 
●​ Be attentive to detail 
●​ Have a record of accuracy, both in banding and data management 
●​ Be able to work independently and as part of a team 
●​ Possess good judgment skills 
●​ Possess good oral and written communication skills 
●​ Arrange own transportation to the banding location. Shared housing is available within cycling distance and ride 

shares may be possible. Please indicate if you will have your own vehicle. 
●​ Be legally entitled to work in Canada 
●​ Have no impediment to working on restricted federal sites 
●​ Possess or be eligible for Canadian Bird Banding permit 

 
Desired qualifications: 

●​ Have current NABC certification 
●​ Have experience working in a volunteer organization 



●​ Have experience training others 
●​ Possess a degree or diploma (or equivalent experience) in an environmental or related discipline. 
●​ Have mist net setup and repair skills 
●​ Have strong computer skills 

 
Compensation: 
Banders will be employees of Rocky Point Bird Observatory. Compensation will be an hourly rate plus required vacation 
pay. Banding staff will have the option of shared housing (to be confirmed) or a $500 per month accommodation/travel 
supplement. 
 
 
2026 rates (CDN) are: 
Bander: $23.09 + 4% vacation pay 
Assistant Bander: $21.25 +4% vacation pay 
 
Expected dates are July 19 to October 19 (under review). Consideration may be given for a later start date. (MAPS 
banders are encouraged to apply.) Terms of employment will follow the BC Employment Standards Act requirements.  
 
Applicants should review the  RPBO Migration Monitoring and other protocols found here. 
 
Short-listed applicants will be asked to complete the North American Banding Council Checklist found here as a 
self-assessment. Approximate number of birds and date first banded are acceptable. You are welcome to include this form 
as part of your application. 
 
Please send your questions and/or application to jobs@rpbo.org. Applications should include: 

●​ cover letter 
●​ résumé 
●​ names and contact information for three references 
●​ NABC Checklist (optional) 

 
Applications will be reviewed as they arrive. We hope to have a full crew hired by mid-April.  

https://rpbo.org/who-we-are/policies-protocols-procedures/
http://www.nabanding.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Banders-Checklist-final-2012.pdf
mailto:jobs@rpbo.org

